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Rhythm of Maluku 
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New Home 
 

It was a fine, beautiful morning.  The 

sky was dotted with clouds and the sun 

was shining down on a small seashore 

village near Mare island, Tidore, North 

Maluku.  Laena, a 10-year-old skinny girl 

with curly hair was feeling happy.  There 

was a new neighbor in the village named 

Sigi and his house was just in front of 

Laena’s.  Both houses were small and 

simple with a row of coconut trees.   
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Surrounded by the ocean, the village 

had an exquisite view. Waves rippled 

gently on the white sandy shore. The 

water was so clear that the people could 

see the fish swimming beneath the 

surface. The men who lived in the village 

were mostly fishermen, while the women 

mostly created handmade pottery.  

With freckles on his face, Sigi looked 

about the same age as Laena. Laena 

returned his friendly smile and 

approached him.  

“Hi, my name is Laena. What’s your 

name? Where are you from?”  she asked.  
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Rachel Anne Kalona 

Warrior’s Jump in Nias 
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The Challenge 
 

It was a fine, beautiful morning in 

Nias Islands. A boy named Saota was a 

son of a highly respected chief. On the day 

he turned 13, he felt very happy and 

excited, but a great sense of apprehension 

enveloped him as well. 

His village had a ritual called 

“Fahombo Batu”, which was a tradition 
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that had to be accomplished by boys 

turning 13 years of age. This ritual 

required the boys in the island to jump 

over a stone wall which was 2 metres 

high and 40 centimetres thick. This 

custom posed immense importance 

because once completed, a boy would no 

longer be called a boy, but a man.  

Saota felt a lot of pressure because 

he was a son of a chief. If he failed, he 

would not only bring disgrace to himself 

but to his father, the chief, and his entire 

family. Ever since Saota was a little boy, 

he was always practicing. He trained very 


